1354

dalously misused or had allowed to get
into & dreadful state, and the Court
took the view that a man who did
not deal properly with the lessor in that
manner should not be granted relief
on the others. T do not think relief
was granted on account of the covenant
to repair. I think the Court would give
relief in circumstances where no sub-
stantial breach of covenant had taken
place, and the present Bill, therefore,
seems to be one in the right direction,
It extends the law and gives an oppor-
tunity to the lessee to remedy any
breach that may have taken place,
on the receipt of a notice from the
lessor. I assume the lessee would pay
reasonable compensation. If the repairs
are not effected or the injury made good,
then an appesl can be made to the
Supreme Court, and it rests with that
body to give relief if they think it neces-
gary. That seems to me a reasonable
provision, and I think the Bill will,
therefore, be an addition to the statute
law. I am sorry the mover of the
second reading is not present, for I
would have liked an explanation with
regard to Subclause 5 of Clause 3, but
doubtless he will be able to give the
information when the Bill reaches the
Committee stage. At present I can
scarcely see what is the meaning of
that subclause. I fully approve of
Clause 4 of the Bill, as it is a very wise
provision. It provides that where a
man is asked to consent to the assign-
ment of a lease, and there is no objection
to the proposed assignee or transferee,
he should not refuse to allow the transfer.
I have known instances where fines
or the payment of large sums have
been demanded for such transfers, and
in cases where it would have been
impossible to find more decent persons
than those to whom the transfer was
desired to be granted. I am also in
accord with Clause 5, which provides
reasonsble and very proper protection
for under-lessees, because if this clause
were not inserted it would mean that
where & property, or portion of it,
was sub-let, the tenants of certain portions
may have kept their portion up in
perfect condition and may suffer grievous
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wrong. Under the clause, however, they
are fully protected.

On motion by Hon. W. Kingsmill,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6-1 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 11th November, 1909.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY
CHARGES.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways,—In view of the decision of the
Minister to increase crushing charges at
the State batteries on the ground that the
battery system is unprofitable, does he in-
tend to apply the same procedure in the
case of unprofitable railways?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: While not admitting that the
State battery system is unprofitable, the
amended battery charges were framed
after giving consideration to the general
cost of treatment at the State batteries,
a principle which is generally followed in
framing railway rates.

QUESTION--BIRTHS IN GAOLS.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: In
view of the andesirability of tnnocent
children having to endure through life
the sligma of having been born in gaol,
will the Government take the necessary
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slops to obviate the possibiaty of this
ocenrring in the future?

The PREMIER replied: I am pleased
to be able to state that the Government
have already wgiven instruetions in the
direction suggested by the hon. member.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage, and Drainage, transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

2. TFisheries Act Amendment, returned
to the Legislative Council with amend-
ments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1909-10.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 14th October; Mr. Dag-
lish in the Chair.

Vote—Joint .Houses
£6,449:

Item, Typist, £200:

Mr. CDERWOOD: What was the posi-
tion with regard to the offiee of typist?

The PREMIER: The gentleman who
oceupied that position had relired, and it
was not the intention of the Hounse Com-
mittee to appoint a suecessor, The ques-
tion of the appointment was in the hands
of the House Committee, and when the
intimation was received that the office
had been abolished, the ¥stimates had al-
ready been presented to the Honse. That
arcounted for the item remaining on the
Estimates.

Mr. HOLMAN: It seemed a remark-
ahle thing that the only econvenience a
tumber of members had in the way of
being assisted hy a typist should he taken
away from them, Tt was in keeping with
the paltry actions of the Government and
the Iouse Committee as well. The re-
markable genins of a number of mem-
bers whe were sitting on the House (‘om-
mittee in doing away with the typist, one
of the most nseful officers attached to the
House, eould not be wnderstood. Why
was not the position of the sergeant-at-
arms or some equally useless person done
away with instead of that of the typist?
The tynist was frequently engased in
trping extraciz from reparts and returns
which had heen laid on the Table, and it
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was absolutely necessary for members
to have an opportunity of availing them-
selves of the services of such an official.
[f Ministers want typing done, it was
a simple matter for them because they
could get it done in their offices or even
hy employing the Hansard staff, but every
hen, member was not similarly advan-
tageously placed. In the past Ministers
had curtailed the issue of copies of the
Government Gazelte and Hansard to
auions in order to cover up doings in the
House, and to force the unjons to take
for gospel what they saw in a hostile
Press. Why was not another typist en-
zaged? More consideration should be
shown to the requirements of members.

Mr, COLLIER : Before the item passed
we should have an assurance from the
Treasurer that a typist would be re-en-
waged, It was remarkable if S0 members
of Parliament conid not find sufficient
work for a typist during the session,
Menibers must he nezlecting their duties.
Was this iden of al» liching the office nf
tvpist the resuli of the brilliant genuius
of the Ifonorary Minister? After three
vears of office the Honorary Minister had
ot down to something petty, paltry, and
miserable. It was understood the Hono-
rary Minister was running round the
building for four or five weeks ferreting
ont information to justify his moving
that this offlice should be done away with.
The Minister was just wetting down to
his level.

The Minister for Works: You are down
to your level now.

The Honorary Minister: He has been
there a long time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, COLLTER: I am not down as low
as the Honorary Minister.

The Honorary Minister: T wonld be
ashamed to be down as low as you.

The CHAIRMAN: T must ask hon.
members to refrain from interjeetions,
and also te refrain from personal recrim-
inations and inferences.

Mr. COLLIER: Whoever was respob-
sible, it was a miserable, petty. and pal-
try action. Some members of the House
Committee boasted of the faet that they
had dispensed with the tvpist hecause
most of the work performed hy that offi-
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cer was done for Opposition members.
One was justified in referring to the high
ideals and attitude of the member of the
Hounse Committee who secured the dis-
missal,

The Honorvary Minister: Perhaps you
had better name him,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. Troy: The cap seems to fit.
The CHATRMAN: Order! Order!

Mr. COLLIER: The Honorary Minis-
ter knew the member of the Honse Com-
mittee who proposed this, or perhaps
could place him. We might do without the
typist during vecess, but the officer was
ahsolutely indispensable during the ses-
sion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
typist was not used by a (ifth of the mem-
bers of both Honses, and by only three
or four men with any degree of regnlarity
The first he heard of the matter in the
House Comnittee was in connection with
the proposal that the position shonld be
aholished. He szecured an adjowrnment of
the disenssion ftor a fortnizhi. but the
member for Boulder, with his usual in-
aceuracy——

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
member for Boulder was inaceunrate in
saying that for five or six weeks inquiries
were being made. As a matter of faet
there was only a fortnight between the
two meetings. The appointment was for
the benefit of both Houses, and the officer
was eontrolled not by Government but by
the House Committee. After inquiries the
House Committee ascertained that an ex-
tremely small number of members used
the services of the typist, and as Mr.
Ford was resigning they saw no need
that he should be replaced. As to the
statement that members made a boast
that the typist was only of service to the
Opposition, and was therefore dismissed,
he (the Hon. Minister) had never heard
of it, and did not believe it was ever said.
If it was said then the member for Boul-
der might give the name of the member
who said it.

Mr. SCADDAX: The items under the
heading of “Joint Honses” were not con-
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irolled by the joint eommittees. The
Printing Committee, for instanee, made
recoiwmendations to the Government, and
the Treasnrer conld agree to them or not,
It was no use the Honoyary Minister lead-
ing members to helieve that the House
Committee had the first and final say.
Committees had recommended inereases
in salaries to servants of the Hounse, but
the Treasurver had deelined fo agvee.
These Committees were nothing more or
less than advisory boards, and in this in-
stance the Treasurer could appoint an
oflicer irrvespective of Lhe House Coum-
mittee. During the last few months the
House Cornmitiee had been determiped in
ascertaining a few paltry things to in-
convenience members, A communieation
had been received by him in eonnection
with some remarks made in the House.
He would net allow the House Commit-
tee to dietate to him.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must not diseuss that an this question.

Mr, SCADDAN: Conld not the House
Committee he discussed uwnder the items
controlled by ithe Honse Commitiee?

The CHATRMAN: The Committee are
discussing the items at the present time.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was a pity there
was no item for the House Committee,
otherwise he would move to strike it ont.

Mzr. Taylor: Hear, hear!

Mr. SCADDAN: One thing one ecould
be proud of was the fact that the House
Committee did something. The Printing
Committee, of which he was a member,
did not meet. What were the committees
for? The Printing Committee was ex-
pected to deecide what papers should be
printed, but they were printed and
charged to Parliament without reference
to the Printing Committee. That was
how people were told that Parliament
was costing so mueh. The departments
should bear tbe cost of printing these
papers, and not Parliament. As io the
typist, be had a typewriter in his own
office and did not use the services of the
Parliamentary typist. If the typist was
nsed by the members for work that was
not public business or in the public in-
terests of members’ constituents, it was
the duty of the House Commitiee to in-
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form members that the services of the
typist ecould not be used except for pub-
lic business. As a matter of fact this
typist had been worked overtime. Could
one-fifth of the members cause bim to
work overtime?  Another use to which
members put the typist was in copying
papers ‘laid on the Table, and if no typ-
ist was available members were indon-
venienced and put to expense in that re-
gard. These papers could not be baken
away from the building, and the Hansard
typists were already fully occupied when
the House was in session. Ministers
went round aseertaining how many mem-
bers used the typist, but that was not
the question. The question was how
long, and on what work the typist was
engaged,

The Mimster for
filex,

Mr. SCADDAN: No matter; it was
public information and should be obtain-
able.  We could not ask the Hansard
typists to do it, as they were already em-
ployed long enongh hours in the build-
ing, and the papers could not be taken
away, so that someone had to do it, and
how was it te be done without a typist?

Mr. ANGWIN: Many other things
could De removed bhefore the typist
Some members used the typist to put
matters in order whieh they wished to
have placed before their electors elearly
and distinetly.  One eould quite under-
stand the action of the House Committes
if they did away with the billiard table.
With regard to the typist he found that
the officer very frequently did work for
an officer of another place. We must
realise that the members of another place
spent very little time in the building and
did not require for their use a typist in
the same manner as members of this
Chamber. The typist was an officer use-
ful to almost all members. On many
occasions he had found that officer very
useful although he did not make it a
practice of going to him regularly, and
he realised that other members, except
those having fypists of their own, being
connected with large establishments,
might also find him extremely useful.

Works :  Copying
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The Government should realise that the
officer was needed by members and recon-
sider the recommendatiom, if any had
been made by the House Committee, and
appoint another typist in place of My,
Ford who bad gone on the land.

Mr. BOLTON: The House Committee
eonsisted of members from both Cham-
bers and it seemed absurd that four or
five members from this Chamber should
decide what was best in the interests of
the other forty-five members and, to suit
their own sweet will, dispense with the
typist’s services. The matter should
have been veferred to members of both
Chambers. The House Committee had
exceeded their duty by taking the action
they had done in getting rid of the typ-
ist and refusing to employ another. 1n
the interests of members ancther typisi
should be appointed.

The PREMIER: It was to be pre-
sumed that the dispensing with the typist
was the result of a eireular sent to every
department, that it was the desire of :he
Government to effect economies where it
was considered by the various depart-
ments that soeh could be done.

Mr. Underwond : No, it was not; we had
no cirevlar.

The PREMIER: Anyhow a lelter was
received by him from the Honsze Com-
mittee in which it was stated that in view
of the desire of the Government to effect
all possible economies in the public ser-
viee, the committee had decided to retrench
Mr. Ford, who had been typist for about
five years, with the intention of making
other arrangements, which would effect
considerable saving in the depariment.
Mr. Ford’s services were. dispensed with.
If it had not been intended to abolish the
position, it would have been far better
not to have got rid of him as he was given
a relring allowance. It would have been
more economical if he had been retained,
instead of being paid that allowance and
a new officer being employed in his place.

Mr. Bolton: Should not members have
been consulted?

The PREMIER: The committee con-
sisted of members from both sides of the
House. When members diseussed a ques-
tion like this it would be jost as well to
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avoid tbe personalities which had been
indulged in. If a man spoke moderately
and dealt with a matter temperately he
was always prepared to do what he could
to fall in with the suggestion of that
member, if a reasonable one; but it was
very objectionable that members of the
Government shonld be accused on every
oceasion of doing all kinds of paliry ac-
tions. This was one of the things which
choked a decent man off being in Parlia-
ament. If there were a fair and reasonable
argument the Government were pre-
pared to listen to it but they did not want
to be abused in every step they took in
the inierests of public economy.

Mr. Collier: Is the laying down of a
bowling green in the interests of econo-
my?

The PREMIER knew nothing about
that. His duty as Treasurer was o im-
press on all departments the necessity of
giving the most careful supervision over
expenditure, That was done in this in-
stance and as a resnlt of the intimation
to the committee it was proposed to do
away with the position of typisf, Whe-
ther that officer was required or not, he
was not in a position to say, any further
than thsat when he was a memher of the
Oppoesition some years ago he had no
oceasion whatever to use the servieez of
the typist. Any letters he wrote, he wrote
himself, and from what he conld see other
members now did the same thing. He
was not aware that there was a position
corresponding to that of Parliamentary
typist in the other Houses of Parliament
in Australia.

Mr. Bath: In the Federal Parliament
they eall them library attendants,

The PREMIER: The maiter was one
which the House Committee had within
their jurisdiction and now thal members
had expressed an opinion upon the point,
that eommittee would be able, if they
chose, to take it into consideration again.
The Treasurer had nothing whatever to
do with it : and if he were to interfere the
Houze Committee would be the very flrst
to resent it.

Mr. TAYLOR: As a niember of (le
House Committee, and having filled that
position for some four years, he had some
knowledge of the functions that com-
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mittee performed. Out of the eleven
items appearing in the vote now being
discussed, seven were wholly controlled by
the House Committee, and the money
voted for the items was expended by that
committee withont intervention from the
Government, the Treasurer, or anyone
else. The items in question were items 1
to 6 and 11. The House Cominitlee had
a certain amount of money placed at their
disposal to carry out the affairs of the
House, and when that money was passed,
the aothority of Tarliament, over the
matters to be controlled, ceased. The
vear before last the House Cowmmiltee
saved something like £700 a yeur on the
vote. The other items under the vote re-
ferred to Mansard, bul they did not come
under the control of the Fouse Commit-
tee. With regard to the typist, it might
be meniioned thal Mr, Ford desired to
avail himself of the land settlement
scheme promulgated by the Minisler for
Agrienltore, on behalf of civil servants.
He intimated so to the committee. Mr.
Ford bad been for twelve or fourteen
years in the employ of the Government
and a certain sum would come to him on
retiring. The committee, falling in with
his ides, rendered him every assistance
in order io faeilitate his desire to get on
the land, When Mr. Ford was accepted
by the department as a fit person to go
on the land the committee decided to get
anather ty; ist. They put an advertise-
ment in the West .lustralian and received
twenty or thirty applieations. At that
time some members of the eommitteo
evineed considernble interest as to the
functions performed by the typist and
they became aroused on the question;
hence the remarks made by members this
afterncon. The eommittee, when the an-
plications were before ihem, ultimately
decided that if would not be wise to make
an appointment. It was not right for
him as a member of the committee to in-
dicate the attitude he took op on the ques-
tion. although it was pretty widely known
how he felt on the matter.

Mr. Scaddan: Why not express an
opinion?

Mr. TAYLOR: When a member was
on a committee he discussed matters with
otber members. If after a debate he
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were defeated he should not leave the
emnmitiee room whining; whereas, if sue-
cessful he should not go ot boasting.
That was his attitude, and he did not care
whather, in giving expression to his opin-
ions on that question, he pleased members
or not. He always fought his battles
fairly, sqyuarely, and straightforwardly.
He expected members to “raise Cain”
when they found there was no typist. As
a member of that committee he would take
his share of the hlame, for he had no de-
sire to put it upon the Government or
any other authority. The members of the
comnittee were appointed by the House,
and if there were any grounds for gis-
satisfaction, it was open to the Hounse to
remove those members. There was a pro-
per course to pursue. If the work of the
committee were to be investigated, it
would be found that the ecommittee had
done more work for less money than had
any other committee sinee responsible
Government. As g member of the com-
mitiee he had told hon. members that if
they desired to retain the typist it be-
hoved them to move in the matter. This
had oceurred before it was deeided to
dispense with the typist. Those opposed
to the retention of the typist had got to
work in the matter, while those who
wished for his retention had taken no
action at all.

Mr. Horan: Bui if the item on the
Estimates he passed, what right have the
House Committee to throw it out?

Mr. TAYLOR: The item had appeared
on the Estimates for several years past
and, probably, the department in making
up the Bsbimates bhad not heen aware
that the House Committee was thinking
of abolishing the position. As a matter
of fact applieations had heen ealled for a
successor to the typist who left, and it
was not unfil these applications were
being considered that certain members of
the committee had put hefore that body
the advisability of abolishing the office.

Mr. Holman: Who put it hefore the
committee?

The Honorary Minister: I did for one.

Mr. TAYLOR: There could be no
donbt that the typist had not had suffi-
cient legitimate work to do. Rarely
eould a member of Parliament get the
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typist to do work for him on the day on
which it was asked for; because the
typist was generally busy doing work for
the officers of the House. On the occa-
sion of the visit of the American Fleet
the Premier had monopolised the typist
for a couple of months doing the whole
of the correspondence in connection with
that visit.

The Honorary Minster: And the typ-
ist was not missed by merabers.

Mr. TAYLOR: Whether or not the
Lypist was missed by members, undounbt-
ediy the scheme had saved the State the
cost of an extra typist. However, if
hon. members wanted the posilion vre-
estahlished, it was for them to, in some
way, indicate that desire to the cow-
mittee. Tt would not be sufficient for
them to pass the item; some more defi-
nite mark of their wish would be re-
quired. If, for instarmte, they succeeded
in reducing the vote by £1, specifically
for the purpose, and if the same thing
were done in another House, then the
committee would readily carry out the
wish of members as thus expressed.

Mr, GORDON: The fact that the item
appeared on the Estimates did not in any
way implicate the Government in respect
to this matter. If any sub-committee
working in the interests of Parliament
szw their way elear to the saving of £200
a year, the faect that that £200 appeared
on the Estimates wanid surely not be
sufficient reason te prevent their effect-
ing the economy. As a matter of faet,
if the House Committee deserved rensure
at all in respect to the typist, it was de-
served for having allowed the typist to
be employed as a servan: tor a few mem-
bers of Parliament. It had been a com-
plete waste of money. The eommittee
had made exhanstive ingniries as to the
work the typist bad to do, and the typist
who had gone away, and the temporary
typist who had taken his place, had both
declared that there was not sufficient
work to keep a2 typist going. It had been
stated that during the visit of the Ameri-
can Fleet the typist was employed for
two months by the Premier to save some-
one else being employed, ard no com-
plaints were made to the House Com-
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mittee that the typist was not in his
place; that in itself was sufficient evi-
dence that the offieer was not required.
There were only four members of the
Assembly who used the typist to any ex-
tent, and three members of the Upper
Houuse, and these three members of the
Upper House only used the typist about
once a month. Four members of the As-
sembly used the typist constantly, and
one or two would have taken up his time
altogether if it had been given to them.
The typist complained that he was given
work to do which was nothing to do with
this Parliament, but with other Parlia-
ments. In his (Mr. Gordon’s) opinion
it had been clearly proved as a member
of the House Commitiee that it was a
waste of money to employ a tvpist, and
guite unnecessary.

Mr. MeDOWATLL never gave the typ-
ist any work to dg, but he did not know
for a moment when he might find it
necessary to employ the services of sneh
an officer if available.  Therefore he
thought the committee could have been
better employed in cutting down expenses
in other directions. Members had
pointed out fhat there was not sufficient
work to keep this pariicular officer em-
ployed. If that was fto be the logical
argument in connection with officers of
Parliament, then all he had to say was
that several officers should be dismissed
from Parliament at the present tirge.

Mr. Gordon: Put them under the
House Committee, and we will dismiss
them.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It was said there
were only seven members of Parliament
who employed the services of the typ-
ist.

Mr. Underwood: That was not correet.

Mr. MeDOWALL: If it was correct
the faet remained that the rest of the
members of Parliament were entitled to
the services of the officer if they re-
quired them while he occupied the posi-
tion. That seemed to be an important
consideration. He emphatically protest-
ed azainst a useful officer in connection
with Parliament being dispensed with,
The efficiency of Parliament depended

on its being properly officered. Barring -
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¥
Taswmaiia, members here were the worst
paid of any members of Parliament in
the Commonwealth, and we were not al-
lowed anything for postages and tele-
grams.

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member
was out of order.

Mr. McDOWALL: 1t was a fair illus-
tration that we should at least have cer-
tain privileges, because we lacked priv-
ileges in othier directions. It was nol
necessary to employ a typist when Par-
liament was in recess, but bevond all
doubt a typist was necessary and essen-
tinl when Parliament was in session.
Under the circumstanees he hoped those
who were responsible for the position
taken up would endeavour to alter the
matter and reinstate the typist, beeaunse
he was an officer of value to many mem:
bers.

Mr. TNDERWOOTD: Tt was his inten-
tien Lo move an amendment indicating
that the House required the servieces of
a typist. There was no eause for com-
plaint against the Government,’ beeause
it was not the fault of the Government
that the tvpist had been dispensed with;
it was the decision of the House Com-
mittee. The member for Canning had
said that Mr. Ford complained tn the
Hoeuse Commitiee that members gave
him work to do that was not on publie
business. He (Mr. Underwood) had
never heard such a ecomplaint all the
time he had been on the committee, and
he had been on that commitiee as long
as the member for Canning. Further
than that the first complaint the ecom-
mittee received was not from the typist,
but from members, that the Clerks of
the House were using the services of
the typist to the exelusion of members
of Parliament. The committee inguired
wlhy the typist was appointed, and found
that he was appointed for the conveni-
ence of members by the late Speaker,
the member for Swan, and it was de-
cided that the Clerks had not the power
to come before members. but that what-
ever work was on the tvpist’s desk first
was to be done first.  Time after time
members had gone to the tvpist and had
been uuable to get work done because
he had too mueh to do. This item was
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under the eontrol of the House. If was
not under the eontrol of the House Com-
mittee. When members passed an item
on the Estimates it was an indication
from the House to the Hounse Committee
that a typist was required, and he (Mr.
Tnderwood) would not assnme, as a mem-
ber of the House Committee, that he
had power to override the decision of
the Assembly. The proper course was
to decide in the House, and on the Esti-
mates. If members required a typist, let
the House decide and pass the item, and
onee it was passed it was the duty of
the House Committee to appoint a typist
and see that he did his duty. That was
as far as their power went. He was sure
the Premier was misled when he told
members that this action was taken in
the interests of economy. He (Mr. Un-
derwood) had never seen a letter asking
the House Committee to cut down their
expenses, and, to prove to members that
there was no idea of economy in dis-
pensing with the typist when Mr. Ford
gave notice that he wished to leave, the
Committee advertised for a typist to
fill his place, and there were meetings
held to decide upon the appointment of
a new typist. Several applicants ‘were
tested as to their capabilities for filling
the position. Then the member for Fre-
mantle desired a posiponement to make
inquiries.

The Honorary Minister: What was the
proposition before the committee when
the postponement was made?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: That a typist be
not appointed. The hon. member made
inquiries, and by that time worked up
sufficient courage to abolish the office.
He (Mr. Underwood) endeavoured as far
as possible to do as much of his own
work as possible. At the same time he
Ffound it a great convenience and assist-
ance to him te come to a typist and get
a letter or documents copied which he
wished to send to road boards or other
local bodies in his distriet. Tt was said
that only 20 members used the services
of the typist. That was really 20 mem-
bers out of 50, because there were only
fwo members in the Legislative Couneil
who emloyed the typist, and the Legis-
lative Council had no legislative work to
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do exeept blocking the work of the As-
sembly. The members of the Couneil
did not get letters to answer in the same
way as did members of the Assembly.
There were many members in the House
to whom a typist was unnecessary. Pos-
sibly the member for Subiace did not
require a typist, because he lived along-
side his constituents, and that applied
to all City members. It was found on
inquiry that the work done by the typist
was almost wholly for memhers vepre-
senting out-back constituencies.

The Honorary Ministex: No; for four
or five members.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There was the
member for Mount Margaret, the mem-
ber for Pilbara, the member for Swan,
the member for Mount Magnet, and the
member for Murchison.- .

Mr. Jaecoby: Nothing for me?

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: Yes, the hon.
member’s name was on the list.

Mr. Jacoby: He only typed
letters for me

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The typist was
of great convenience to some members,
and seeing that we were not s¢ hard
pressed for woney, as the Committee
had passed many items already whizh
were really not required, and there was
an amount of £97 excess for typing on
the Estimates for the Assembly, he op-
posed the dismissal of the typist, aad
with the idea of indiealing that tae
House required the appointment of a
typist, if necessary he wounld move the

fwo

. reduction of the item by £10.

Mr. BOLTON: Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber who had taken the initiative would
move that the item be deleted. That
would give members a chanee of saying
if a typist should be employed or not.
An amendment to strike out an item
could not be taken as an indieation thet
an officer should be appointed.

Disarder.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
much obliged to the hon. member. When
he gives me such advice on absolutely
incorreet premises—not an unusual thing
for him to do— .

The CHATRMAN: Ovder; the hon.
member musi withdraw that remark.
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The HONQRARY MINISTER: The
member for North Fremantle made his
statement on incorrect premises and T
am going to stick to that.

The CHAIRMAN : The Honoracy
Minister said that the hon. member made
that remark, and that it was not an un-
usueal thing for im to do. I must ask
him to withdraw that remark.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I wiil
withdraw ‘“unusual thing.” I am ex-
tremely surprised to see that temperate
language of that sort ineurs your dis-
pleasure after some of the remarks
which have been made to-night.

Members: Chair ! Chair !

The CHAIRMAN: I must insist thau
the hon. member shall apologise to the
Chair for that remark.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1
withdraw the remark.

The CHAIRMAN: I shall call upon
the Honorary Minister to apologise in
the Chair; if the Honorary Minister
does not apologise I shall name him.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I re-
gret if you take exception to anything
that T have said io this connection.

[A pause ensued.]

The CHAIEMAN: T must insist uoon
an apology.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Very
well then; I will not make it.

The CHAIRMAN: Then I shall name
the Honorary Minister for disorder.

Mr. FOULKES: I do not know
whether T am right in intervening——

"The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr., FOULKES: I would like to
aslk

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T have
asked the Honorary Minister to apolo-
gise and he has declined, and I have
named him.

Mr. FOULKES: Mr. Chairman—

Members: Chair !

The CHAIRMAN: QOvder !

Mr. FOULKES: I merely wish to ask,
subject to vour ruling, whether I shall
be in order in moving that your decision
be disagreed with.

The CHATRMAXN: Order !

The PREMIER : I feel sure that the
Henorary Minister in the statement he
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has made, did not do so with any inten-
tion of reflecting on the Chair, and 1
have no doubt that he will not hesitate
to withdraw bhis remarks.

Mr. Angwin: On another occasion a
member got seven days for the same
thing.

The CHAIRMAN: What I desire to
say is that 1 will not allow the Chair to
be reflected upon by either side of the
House. The Honorary Minister un-
doubtedly reflected on the Chair in the
remarks which he made, He has with-
drawn them, it is true, but I insist upon
an apology. I am willing to withdraw
my decision to name him on condition
that he apologises for his remarks. Un-
less the Honorary Minister apologises I
must ask the Leader of the House to
support the Chair.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
not usunal—

The CHAIRMAN: I must have an
apology or nothing.

The PREMIER: The Honorary Minis-
ter will make an apology.

Mr. FOULKES: I rise to a point of
order——

Members: Chair !

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member for Claremont must sit down. 1
must point out thai there ean be no
point of order raised at present.

Mr. FOULKES: I will not

The CHATRMAN: Order! I musy
call the hon. member to order and insist
upon his obeying the Chair.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1
bave no desire to be disrespectful to the
Chair, and if my remarks are considevcd
to have been disrespeetful I offer my
apology. I may say

The CHAIRMAN: I desire to say
that the hon. member must not qualify
his apolagy.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not wish to do so; I only wish to point
out that T heard some remarks which
were extremely persenal to me, and
spuke under great provoeation on that
acenunt.

The CHATRMAN : The Honorary
Minister, or any other member who con-
siders that personal remarks or remarks
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of an objectionable character have been
made, should draw the attention of the
Chair to such remarks, and the Chair-
man will insist wpon their withdrawal,
I desire now to say thai there is a great
practice of interjecting while the Houze
is in Committee. There is no justifiea-
tion whatever for interjections in Com-
mittee. I have endeavoured this after-
noon, and on previous occasions to sinp
these interjections, and I hope hon,
members will help me to prevent per-
sonal remarks being made, and also to
check the practice of interjecting in
Committee. Hopn. members all have the
ehanee of speaking frequently in com-
mittee, and if they will more readily
assist the Chair in stopping interjections
and eonversations across the House,
while hon. members are speaking, 1t
will be more easily possible to maintain
the dignity of our debates. I hope for
the support of the Committee in that
Tespect.

Resumed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tke
member for North PFremantle gave ad-
vice on absolately ineorreet premises.
‘The hon. member said that the Honorary
Minister took the initiative on the House
Committee. How did the hon. member
know what went on in the House Com-
mittee? When be (the Honorary Min-
ister) first heard of this matter the
House Committee had already arrived at
the decision that the services of the typist
should be dispensed with. At that time
he (the Honorary Minister) was not ae-
quainted with the extent to which hon.
members used the typist and he asked
the House Committee that the considera-
tion of the question should be postponed
until the next meeting in order that in-
formation might be obtained upon the
subjeet; and what he did subsequently,
was upon the information that he rve-
ceived from hon. members. The mere
fact that he had asked the Committee to
delay the matter showed that he was
actuated only by a desire to see that the
moneys entrusted {o the House Com-
miltee were expended wisely and economi-
eally.
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Mr. BATH: The point to he decided
was, who was to use this typist, or for
whose particnlar convenience was he ap-
pointed. Tf the information gained hy
the House Committee was that only a
few members of the Assembly or Council
were using the typist, it wonld be because
others who were nol members considered
that they had a prior cfaim on his ser-
vices.  There was no member in the
House who had more correspondence to
deal with than he (Mr. Bath) and there
was no one who had to spend more time
at the writing table than he had, and the
reason he had to de that was that when
at times he required the services of the
typist he found that this officer was en-
gaged in doing work, not for other mem-
bers of the Honse, but for the Executive
Council or for the gentleman who was the
Clerk of the Exeentive Council.

The Premier: The Execative Council
never wants a line typed.

Mr. BATH: Rather than submit to
delay therefore he always settled down
and wrote his own correspondence. 1f
it were clearly laid down that the typist’s
services were to be utilised by members,
more would avail themselves of the op-
portunity to get him to do their work.

Mr. SWAN had a great deal to do com-
pared with members representing less im-
portant constituencies and there were
many times when he would have been
pleased to avail himself of the services
of the typist. In his opinion the serviees
of the typist should be retained.

Mr. HOLMAN: On many oceasions
when he required the services of the typ-
ist he found him doing work for some-
body else, either for the Executive Coun-
¢il, or sometimes for the Hansard staff.
On one oceasion when be wanted a copy
of a return struck off it was necessary
for him to apply to the leader of the
Hanserd staff that a typist should be
allowed sufficient time to strike off a
copy of the return. It had been sug-
gested that the typist was not necessary,
but with eountry members who had
fourteen or fifteen centres to correspond
with, and three or four public bodies as
well, it was impossible for them to do
the correspondence in a proper manner
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unless they had assistance.  When he
heard that the services of the typist were
o be dispensed with, in eonversation with
the member for York he learned that the
position was to be abolished beeause the
bon. members for Mt. Magnet and Mur-
chison monopolised the typist’s services.
In the street, too, he {(Mr. Holman) had
heard that he, and the member for Mt.
Magnet had the almost exclusive use of
the typist’s services. It had been said
that members in another place did not
avail themselves of the typist, but those
gentlemen did not have the same amonnt
of correspondence to deal with as the
wembers of the Lower House, and they
were not in session as much as the mem-
bers of the Lower Chamber. Some of
those on the House Committee opposed
to the employment of a typist should
move that the item be redueced to sucl
an amount that an officer conld not be
engaged, and that would enable members
to disenss whether a typist’s services
were needed or not.

The Premier: The Leader of the Op-
position complained that he conld not get
the services of the typist.

Mr. HOLMAN: That was because the
typist was engaged doing work for other
servants of the House. Other members
had the same experience.

Mr. GORDON: There seemed to be
some misunderstanding as some members
did not know there was a typist em-
ployed, but it seemed to be the wish of
members that there should be a typist.
The House Committee did not want to
deprive members of the services of the
typist. They thought they might save a
sum legitimately, and did not fill the posi-
tion when it became vacant; but seeing
members convinced him (Mr. Gordon) hy
their arguments that a typist was needed,
at any rate during the session, he would
take steps to see that a {ypist was en-
gaged during the time the House was
sitting.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It would be
better if some member opposed to the em-
ployment of a typist would move to
strike out the item, so that members
could have a fair vote on the question.
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The Premier: I eannot vote against
my own Estimates.

Mr. COLLIER: The matter should be
definitely settled hefore we passed be-
yond the ttem. Tt shonld not be possible
for four or five members of the House
(C'ommittee to deprive hon. members of
the services of a typist, if the majority
of members wanted a typist; and unless
there was a definite assurance from tke
members of the House Committee that a
typist would be engaged, members
should give a deciding vote on the ques-
tion. What was the good of putting the
sam on the Hstimates if the money was
not required?

Mr. HOLMAN: There was a certain
expenditure necessary, but in order to
test the feeling of the Committee he
moved—

That the item be reduced by £100,

. Mr. Jacoby: Yon will have to vote for
the amendment.

Mr. Holman: That does not matter.

The PREMIER: The object wonld
have been served if the members of the
House Committee could judge from the
expressions of members whether it was
desirable the serviees of another typist
should be engaged. It seemed an extra-
ordinary way of expressing a desire to
relain the position by moving that the
salary be abolished. There wgs an ele-
ment of inconsistency about it.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD : It was impossible
for the House Committee to take the view
of having heard an expression of opinion
from the Committee. The members of
another House had to be considered in
the matter. It was regrettable indeed
those who opposed the typist would not
give members a fair vote on it. Tf he
were opposed te the typist he would
move to strike out the item.

Mr. GEORGE: The question was
whether one typist was enongh. As a
country member, the letters he received
to-day wounld take two houors to dictate,
and it would take the rypist eight hours
to transeribe the notes. It was a faree
to Lave only one typist in the circum-
stances. If members earried oui their
politieal correspondence with their eon-
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stituents we would need an inerease in
the item to bave more typists.

Mr. OSBORN: What was indicated by
the amendment? If the appoiniment was
to be made for the sake of country mem-
bers and only while the House was sit-
ting, it was reasonable; but there was no
need for appointing a typist for the con-
venience of country members during the
recess. Was it intended to reduce the
item by £100 to employ temporary typ-
ists during the session? He could not
understand the idea of moving to reduce
the item and at the same time advoeat-
ing reinstating a typist for the sake of
couniry members,

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p.m.)

Mr. HOLMAN: As there had been
given an understanding that a typist
would be appointed while the House was
sitting, and if neeessary during recess,
he would ask leave to withdraw the
amendment.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD objected to the
amendment being withdrawn. He wonld
like to know from whom the member for
Murchison received an assuranee that
a typist wounld be appointed. If the
House Corumittee had agreed in this dir-
ection he would be prepared to let the
question go, but not otherwise.

Mr. GORDON: During the dinner ad-
journment he had given the assurance to
the member for Murchison that so far
as he was concerned he would be agree-
able to the appointment of a typist dur-
ing the session.

Mr. TAYLOR: As a member of the
House Committee he had spoken to all
the other members of that committee in
this Chamber with the exception of the
member for Pilbara, and it was unneces-
sary to speak to him for he knew their
opinions agreed. The members to whom
he had spoken had agreed to the ap-
pointment of a typist during the ses-
sion; he therefore spoke to the member
for Murchison with regard to the mat-
ter.

Mr. HOLMAN: Having received an
assurance that practieally all the mem-
bers of the Honse Committee had agreed
to make the appointment, the object for
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which he had moved the amendment was
attained, therefore he would again ask
leave to withdraw it.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Honse Committee
were to be complimented upon the im-
provements they had made during the vear
aronnd Parliainent House, but there was
one matter upon which he dezired infor-
mation and that was whether the cow-
mittge intended to provide a bowling
green. 1f a green were to he provided
then it would be a waste of maney as
there were several bowling greens within
a few minntes’ walk from this building.
There was no necessity for one here and
certainly the people of the State should
not be put to the expense of maintaining
one for Parliament, It was to be hoped
the House Committee would give this mat-
ter furtber consideration. The making of
a green was a very small matfer in com-
parison with the cost of upkeep, which
would be greater each year than the cosi
of having a typist for members, While
no doubt the motives of the eommitice
were good, apparently they had only
taken into consideration the cost of con-
strnction without considering the eost of
maintenance.

Mr. GORDON: The sand on the spot
where the green was proposed to be built
in the future had to be shifted so the
ecommittee thought it advisable to arrange
for a bowling green to be put there. The
committee, however, were going to spend
nothing more this year in conneclion with
the work. The expense had now stopped
and no grass would be planted this sum-
mer,

Mr, SCADDAN: It was to be regrelted
that the commitiee were nof going on
with the work of preparing a bowling
green, for it was absurd to spend the
money they had done if they were not
going to continue the work, The ground
in its original state was unsightly enough
but it had been made worse by making
a sand hank there. Notwithstanding the
faet that considerable improvements had
been made around Parliament House its
appearance was still a disgrace. 1f it
were not intended to proceed with making
the green the committee should never nave
started the work. Members of this Cham-
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ber had various tastes and it was not
right that those who differed from others
with regard to recreation should for that
reason say that no facilities for that re-
creation should be provided. Personally
it would mean nothing to him jif the House
Committee decided to close up the bar and
refreshment room, but hecause he would
pot mind he was not justified in urging
that such a course should be adopted.
The member for East Fremantle objected
to the public bhaving to pay for the up-
keep of a bowling green, but he said no-
thing about the public having to provide
£1,006 for ecleaners, kitchen and dining
toom hands’ wages. If the public pro-
vided means for the convenience of mem-
bers in that direction, surely there was
no objection to their providing it for
healthy recreation. He would far sconer
see n member on the bowling green than
in the corridors drinking to excess. The
commitiee could not improve the sur-
roundings better than by constructing a
bowling green and they shonld be cn-
couraged to proceed with the work.

Mr. Hudson: Why not have a iennis
counrt §

Mr. SCADDAN: There was no reason
why one should not be provided. He
had urged the Colonial Secretary some
time ago to make provision for the recrea-
tion of members. It was to be hoped
the green would be provided and thus
allow members to enjoy wholesome re-
creation.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Ounly the initial
stages with regard to the construction of
a bowling green had been taken, fer it
was realised that after the levelling had
been done it would take some time for the
sand to settle. The committee were of
opinion that when the gardener had spare
time he conld devote it to planting turf.
It was not proposed to go on spending
money partienlarly on that work, but the
regular staff employed in the gardens
would make the bowling green when they
had time. It was intended to get lhe
green made in due time without undue
expense. A proposal to make a tennis
court had not been before the rommiltee
so far but it was possible one might be
laid in the future. -It was the duty of tLe
committee to make the grounds arvound
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Parliament House an attraction to the
City and he was in favour of improving
the ground as money became available.

Mr. George: Where do you get the
money from?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Some was ob-
tained from the Public Works Depari-
ment.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was to be regretied
that the member for East Fremantle had
complained of the aetion of the eommities
in endeavouring, with the limited funds
at their disposal, to make the Parliament
House grounds atiractive. At the request
of some members the Committee removed
a quantily of sand and prepared the
gronnd for a bowling green. Operaticns,
so far as further outlay was concerred,
had been suspended as it was realised it
would not be economical to eontinue the
work of making the green at present. If
we waited for a few months the sand
would setfle and then it wonld be a more
eeonomieal time for planting turf. Later
on the committee would plant gross snd
they intended to beautify the groands at
the least possible expense.

The PREMIER : The House Committee
were to be congratulated on what they
had done during the last session in im-
proving the surroundings of the House.
Certainly the aspect to Hay Street had
been very mueh improved, and the work
had been done at a low cost, but he would
wart the committee that if they took on
the howling green they would find that
it would prove more expensive than they
anticipated. Bowling greens were expen-
sive undertakings.

Mr. ANGWIN: The House Committee
ought to be warned about the continual
expense that would be involved in the up-
keep of a bowling green. In starting that
green, they had entered on an undertak-
ing without due consideration of the cost,
Members would agree that the grcunds
were very much improved, and the com-
mittee should be complimented ou the
work they had done.

Mr. JACOBY : The cost of mainiainitg
the dining room was a matter which he
wished to refer to. The time had arrived
when the House Commibtee should take
the malter into consideration, Already
there was an expenditure of nearly £3,000
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in ¢onnection with the dinibg room.
There was an espenditure on ineidentals
which was £1,000, and a similar amount
for cleaners, kitchen and dining room
wages, while there was an item of £150
for the caterer. This total expendilure
would work out for meals at over £21,
or an average of 2s. per meal. Possibly
some means might be found to rednce this
expenditure. It was beyond reason that
the State sbould spend an amount of
money equal to £21 in meals, or 2s. per
bhead, and in addition that there should
be a large expenditure out of the pockets
of hon. members in payment for those
meals. If we estimated that the House
sat for five months, and there were three
sifting days a week, or a total of 78 sit-
ting days, and if for the purpose of an
estimate it was said there would be 100
meals per day, it would work out at 7,500
meals during that time, and at a cost of
2s. per meal, whick would be the average
price paid, we would have an expediture
by members of £780, making a total ex-
penditure of £2,150 by the State and £780
by members, or a total of £2,930; and
that worked onmt at nearly 8s. per meal
The premises he was arguing from were
fairly reasonable, and they gave some idea
that there was room for investigation in
the eost of the dining room. Some at-
tempt should be made by the House Com-
mittee to discover what was the actual
eost to the State for each meal, and the
actual cost to members. As there was a
reasonable demand on the part of tax-
payers that expenditure should be re-
duced, it was to be hoped that they were
not going to overleok the opportunities
occurring at our own door.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member’s re-
marks were rather surprising when one
eonsidered that he was Speaker of the
Assembly for 12 or 15 months, and by
virtue of that dignified position was a
member of the House Committee.  The
member for Swan had given a fair idea
of the interest that he took in the affairs
of ithe House Committee while he was
Speaker, when he spoke as he did about
the cost to the country of the refreshment
room, The only expense so far as the
State was concerned was that the State
provided the third ilem, that was £150,
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for the enterer’s salary. The State natur-
ally provided the caterer with his fur-
nishings, linen, eutlery, glassware, erock-
ery, cooking utensils, ond labour in the
way of cleaners, cook and kitehen hands,
while in item 11 there were included in
“incidentals,” telephone rent, uniforms,
firewood, and water. As far as all the sup-
plies for the refreshment room were con-
cerned, these were provided by the caterer
at his own cost. Those commodities how-
ever were under the supervision of the
House Committee who saw that the ecat-
erer provided ithe best of everything for
meinbers. The ouse Committee regulated
the prices the caterer should charge, and
the caterer had to look to members for
his profits. & did not cost the State one
peuny, as far as providing provisions was
concerned. The hon. member for Swan,
who was Speaker for over 12 months,
showed that ke had noi dore his duty,
and it made bim (Mr. Taylor) feel
strongly when members found fault abont
a work which was the best that had been
done since Responsible Government. The
member for Swan did not know his
duties when he talked about the price of
meals, and the cost of these to the State,
Perhaps nowhere else in Australia could
s0 200d a meal be obtained for the money.

Mr. George: How many complaints
have you had?

Mr., TAYLOR: There had been com-
plaints, it was true; but the hon. member
would recognise that it was impossible
wholly to wipe out complaints in respeet
to any service. When an hon. member was
found making such foolish statements as
had emanated from the member for
Swan, it was ealculated to rouse resent-
ment; miore particularly when the hon.
member making sueh statements had been
Speaker of the Asserbly at a time when
the Speaker was all-powerful and prac-
tieally ran everything in conneection with
the joint Houses.

My, Jacoby: Things were verv well run
then, were they not?

Mr. TAYLOR : So far from that being
the case, it was the zins of the hon. mem-
brr for which the committee were now
snffering.
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw that.

Mr. TAYLOR: If it were not in order
he would cheerfully withdraw it. Still, it
had annoyed him exceedingly to hear some
of the foolish statements made that even-
ing,

Mr. Jacoby: What statements?

Mr. TAYLOR: The statements used in
respect to the cnst to the State of the
provisions. This matter was wholly in the
hands of the catercr, who very frequently
had to run the provision department at
great loss. Y'or instance, when both Houses
were sitting and both rose at about 6
o’clock, there was searcely an hon. mem-
ber left to ocenpy the 70 or 80 chairs
provided at the dinner table. This meant
a heavy loss to the eaterer, and it had
happened twice this session.,  The hon.
member would make out that the State
provided the provisions, which was dis-
tinetlv untrue.

The PREMIER: The amounts guoted
by the hon. member were aceurate, but
wly they shonld have been debited in any
way to the cost of the provisions was not
easily comprehended. For instance, the
item referred to eovered fuel, telephone,
water rate, stationery, uniforms, wash-
ing, zarden, honse supplies aund fittings,
new furniture, decorations and altera-
tions, cartage and sundries; none of these
matters could very well be debited to the
kitchen. The other item included in the
ealeulation, namely, that of £1,006 was
made up of the whole of the cleaners,
waiters, cooks, aud all attendants in eon-
nection with the Houses. Since 1906-7
a very considerable amount of money
that previously had been paid by the
Public Works Department was being ex-
pended from the vote “Joint Houses of
Parliament.” In 1907 £150 had thus
been spent on linen, and £160 on a sup-
ply of glass, while last year £200 had
been expended on furnishing and decorat-
ine, As a matter of fact the fuel hill
had been redueced by something like 50
per cent. The hon. member would realise
that the House Committee were by no
means earrying ount their duties in a per-
funetory way.
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Mr. HEITMANN : The Commiitee were
indebted to the member for Swan for
having called attention to various diree-
tions in whieh economy could be effected.
5till, the member for Swan should pin
in his hat the old saying, that those wha
live in glass honses should not throw
stones. When that hon. member was
Speaker of the Assemhly he had wanted
a special servant told off to attend to
his——

The CHAIRMAN: There was no rele-
vaney in that.

Mr. Jacoby: The statement is incor-
reet.

Mr. HEITMANN: At all events dur-
ing the time the member was Speaker of
the Assembly there had been exhibited
more frill than ever hefore or since.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It really seemed
that an inquiry was warranted because,
while there was £1,000 for eleaning and
stewards, etcetera, there was also £150
paid to the caterer. It was to be re-
membered that there must be a fair pro-
fit derived from the bar, while the meals
supplied did not represent a very con-
siderable loss. He would like an in-
quiry to settle onee and for all the ques-
tion of whether the committee were over-
paving the caterer. In his opinion the
place could be run without paying the
caterer anything. THe had no desire to
ecut down wages, bui at the same time
he objected to anybody getting an excess
of wages, It was pretty well certain
that the service was not being done as
cheaply as it might be.

Mr. George: Why not elose it during
recess?

Mr. GORDOK: It was to be remem-
bered that during last year nearly £300
had been saved by dispensing with the
services of the waiters when in recess.
That question had now eropped up again,
and the waiters wanted some considera-
tion for the period of reeess. And while
some¢ hon. members said it was quite
right that they should be paid during
recess, on the other hand a member of
the House Committee had declared that
the service should be run more cheaply.
In his (Mr. Gordon’s) opinion the place
was very cheaply conducted. Certainly
there was no place in town where one
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could get for 1s. 6d. anything like the
meal provided at Parliament House.

Mr., FOULEES: - Notwithstanding
what had been said, the cost was far
more than the country eould afford. He
had no wish te eriticise the administra-
tion of the House Committee; still he
could not but take exception to the ex-
pense of providing the accommodation
during recess. No doubt a eertain
amount of accommodation was required
when the House were sitting, but when
in recess the place was used by but a
very small number of members. When
the sittings were held in the old Parlia-
ment House, it had been the practice for
Ministers to attend and take luncheon
on the Assembly premises every day dur-
ing recess; and members, knowing that
Ministers eould be found there, used to
attend also. Now, however, there was
but one Minister who ever attended for
luncheon, and his presence was due to
the fact that his offices were close to
Parliament House. During the last four
or five years the only Minister one saw
_in the building was the Minisier who
happened to hold the portfolio for Works.

Mr, Horan: The staff is not kept on
during recess.

Mr. FOULKES: There was a large
staff kept on during reeess. Why should
this expensive esiablishment be kept
going for the sake of forming a club for
two or three hon. members?

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Premier’s Office—agreed to.

Vote—T'reasury, £8,064:

Mr. KEENAN: Was it the intention
of the Premier and Treasurer to make
any statement on this vote?

The PREMIER: No.
ing the Budget he had gone fairly exten-
sively into the various departments. He
wonld be, hewever, pleased to give any
information on any item on which in-
formation was sought.

Mr. KEENAN: It was regreitable
that an examination of the Estimates
under “the Treasurer” showed that the
poliey of economy the Government pro-
perly considered necessary to adopt was
confined, in most cases, to small grants

When deliver-
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ntade for assistance in various ways to
small eommunities in the back country.
Every member and the majority of the
electors agreed that economy was neces-
sary, and no doubt, however mueh it
might mean to the small settlemenis al-
luded to to be deprived of grants mean-
ing a great deal to them, in the sense
that they were possessed of but little
of the enjoyments of human life and
many of the ills, if it were necessary to
economise they would be prepared to
waive these grants until better times; bat
their real objection was that while they
were deprived of the small grants neces-
sary, having regard fo the circumstaness
in which they lived, large sources of ex-
penditure were continued which were not
necessary for the development or for the
real happiness of the people of the State.
In the eourse of his observations he wonld
point out the items to which he took ex-
eeption, but hefore doing so he wished to
say he had no objection to expenditure
of this character if the public purse could
afford it. He had no objection to the
expenditure for the maintenance of many
establishments which, though doing no-
thing for the development of the country,
were, 10 some extent, edueational, if the
public purse were in & position to pay
for it; but when we were faced with
financial difficulties, and when a policy
of economy was absolutely necessary, it
was the very first way in which we shonld
economise by refusing expenditure om
these items which were more or less orna-
mental. One item in which there eould
be a large saving was in Division 16, on
the item “Agent General” The Com-
monwealth Parliament had passed a Bill,
and as a resnlt a High Commissioner
wounld be appointed, so that it was no
longer necessary for the States to have
anything more than business agents.

The CHAIRMAN: Was the hon. mem-
ber diseussing Division 16, London
Agency?

Mr. KEENAN: Yes, as an item in -
speaking generally on the Treasurer’s
departments.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in disenssing Division
16 under the Treasury vote. The hon.
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member could discuss any item im Divi-
sion 8§, Treasury.

Mr, KEENAN: A pgeneral disenssion
usnally took place on the Estimates pre-
gsented by the Treasarer, and ineluded all
divisions under the Treasurer.

The CHAIRMAN: That diseussion
took place on the Budget after the speech
delivered by the Treasurer on the first
item of the Estimates. Members must
now disenss the various divisions.

Mr. KEENAN: The practice was to
discuss every Minister’s department on
the general discussion on the Budget, and
when ench separate Minister brought for-
ward his Estimates there was a general
diseussion on the Iistimates the Minister
presented.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was in order in diseussing Division 8,
Treasury, £8,064. There could be a
general discussion on that division, and
a discussion on each division as it came
along; that was the procedure.

Mr. EEENAN: With all due defer-
ence, the practice had been for the Miu-
ister to introduee the whole of the Esti-
mates under him, and not to introduce
a single division. On this occasion the
Treasurer had not made an introductory
speech, but that did not preciude members
from dealing with the whole of the Iis-
timates the Treasurer presented, unless
there was a new practice. If so, it was
an unfortunate praectice.

The CHAIRMAN: If that was the
praciice it appeared to be wrong, The
vote before the Commitiee was Division
8, Treasury, £8,064. Members, he hoped,
wonld confine themselves to the discussion
of that division.

The PREMIER: It had not been cus-
tomary for the Treasurer to make an in-
troductory speech in connection with ais
departmental Estimates, although it was
the custom for every other Minister t
do so. The point was raised last sessiou,
and it was shown that for 12 years ne
Treasurer had made any statement bhe-
vond the Budget when he went into the
whole question of the finances. Last
session the discussion immediately pro-
ceeded to the item “Under-Treasurer.”
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Mr. KEENAN: Whether the Trea-
surer made a speech in introducing his
departmental Estimates was immaterial.
Having delivered his Budget speech tle
Committee, by courtesy, might allow tle
Treasurer not to make a second speech;
but that did net deprive members of
their right. The question now was the
whole of the departmental Estimates of
the Treasurer and not any one division,
otherwise it would lead to a great deal
more diseussion, because members wonid
have to repeat themselves on each divi-
sion, The wisest course to avoid that was
to aliow a general discussion, It was
certainly the practice to have a geperal
diseussion. It was, therefore, unfortun-
ately necessary to differ from the ruling,
and to ask that Mr. Speaker be requested
to advise on the matter, if on reconsidera-
tion the Chairman considered it necessary
to stand by his ruling.

The CHATRMAN: There was no de-
sire t0 curb hon. members in any way,
but whatever had been the custom in the
past the vote under discussion was Divi-
sion 8, Treasury, £8,064, and it appeared
to him the discussion must hinge on that
division, and not on the Treasurer's de-
partments generally. If the hon. mem-
ber desired to dissent from the ruling the
hon. member must move.

Mr, KEENAN: Did the Chairman
stand by the ruling that, in faet, the Com-
mittee were confined to the discussion of
Subdivision 8%

The CHAIRMAN: The guestion under
dizcussion was Division 8, and on that
division the disenssion wmust range.

Mr. KEENAN: The previous page
showed “VIII. — Colonial Treasurer,
£180,939," and on that the diseassion
should take place, and not on any sub-
divigion. It was necessary for the Chair
to first allow a general discussion before
any discussion on items or subdivisions
took place. .

The CHAIRMAN: If the Committee
desired that a general discussion should
take place there was no wish to prevent
it; but the practice that had existed in
the past was not correet. The only ques-
tion before the Chair was Division 8§,
Treasury, £8,061, and to go beyond that
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and diseuss Division 16, London Agency,
was certainly not iu order. If the custom
had existed in the past it did not make it
right, but if lhe Commitiee were anxious
for a general diseussion he had no hesi-
tation in ailowing it.

Mr. KEENAN: There was scope for
making considerable savings in the de-
partment, One division in whieh there
would in the future be no necessity for
the same expenditure as in the past was
that of ithe London Ageney. When the
formal duties in connection with the re-
presentation of the States in London
were taken over by the Commonwealth,
and a High Commissioner was appointed,
as one would be shortly, there would be
no necessity to have a State Agent Gen-
ernl in London on the same seale as in
the past. A business man to look after
the business contraets of the State, and
two or three elerks instead of an under-
secretary and five clerks, as at present,
eould do all the work regoired in the
London office. This also might do away
with the possihility always hanging over
the heads of Governments of the great
attraction that London held to everyone.
When the London Agency division was
resched he would move to reduce the vole
by £1,000, as in the reduced form the
total vote would be more than enough for
the purpese, There were oiher items of
expenditure  which none  would have
erudged if the HBtate purse had been full,
but when it was a case of keeping ex-
penditure down tu the lowest limit, ent-
ting dovwn everything, then such items
were not justified, and particularly so,
when they were compared with the small
granls that were struck out, but which
meant so much to the back country com-
munities. For inslance, there was a sum
of £35 which had been voted last year
for the purpose of affvrding secondary
edueation in conneetion with endowment
leetures at Kalyoorlie that had now been
struck off. Tf the Government had de-
sired to save woney in connection with
seeondary education they could have
saved it easily by striking off £1.000 voted
for a sehool not far from Parliament
Houre. The pruning knife had been ap-
plied to those cases that made least re-
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sistance. Members who eould worry Min-
isters, and were on the spol, had been
able to pet consideration far above the
deseris of the districts they were looking
after. Believing that ecnnomy was abso-
Iutely necessary, that we must reduce ex-
penditure, and prevent the burdens from
hecoming tov much for the people to
carry, he eonld not conceive that any Gov-
ernment had the right to elaim the sup-
port of the country unless they could
show in this moest important matter a
national poliey, one having no reference
to locality, hut a policy designed to af-
ford the people all that assistance they
should receive, and yet curtail anything
in the way of unnecessary expenditure.
The- municipal votes were cut down by a
very large amount, hut at the same {ime
the vote for the Zoo—which after all was
only for the maintenance of beasts, where-
as the other Hem was for Lhe mainfen-
ance of humanity-—was searcely (ouched
at ail. Tt was sueh comparisons that made
the peaple irritaled and diseontented. Tf
all were treated alike there would be none
of the grombling existing now, but it was
hecause of the votes left on the kKstimates
and the reduclion of smaller amounts
that the grumbling oceurred. The Bsti-
maies presented nothing that eommended
them to him, for they were a repetition
in the worst Torm of the Tstimates which
had heen presented year after year to the
Haouse when the Stabe finances were more
flourishing. We must make up our minds
that all matters except those for proper
expenditure mnst be struek out. It was
to be regreited that the Government had
not taken a hald econrre and redueed many
of the vutes appearing on the Estimaies.
If they had done so, and had cut off many
items which were really unnecessary, then,
oven if it had been necessary to go so far
as to reduce the items for the country
districts, the people in thuse distrets,
and especially on the fields, would have
raised no cumplaint against the eecono-
mies for they would have known that they
were shared in by all the people in the
State.

Mr. GEORGE: There was a question
aflecting a considerable portion of the
emplovees of the State to which he de-
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sired to refer, A few days ago he asked
the Premier a question with reference to
the dealings of he Government with the
clagsifieation of the Public Service. He
would like to know before proeeeding
whelher he wonld be in order in speak-
ing on sueh a question on the vote now
hefore the House.

The CHATRMAN: Ihid the matters to
which the hon. member wished to refer
come under this vole?

Mr. GEQRGE: There was provision in
the Estimates for bringing certain civil
servints employed in this department np
fo their minimum, therefore, he wished to
refer 1o a maiter that eame under the
vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Then the member
eould discuss it.

Mr. GEORGE: In referring lo this
quexiion he had no desire to embarrass
the Government or take up the time of
members undaly, but seeing thal there
had been a spirit of unrest, absolutely
undesirable, in the Public Serviee, the
time had come when there should be a
definite announeement in this Chamber
as to what was the desire, not only of the
Government but also of members, in re-
sard to the interpretation of the Public
Nervice Aect. No State, the same as nho
business house, vould afford to have dis-
content, nnrest, misstalements, and mis-
coneeption as to the true position; and
this Stale eounld not afford to allow the
matter, which was more or less hecoming
a canker. tv continne, and bring about
trouble not only for Ministers, but also
for members of Parliament. This was the
pusition. For many years eivil servants
complained that they had not been pro-
perly treated; that their chances of pro-
motion were diffienkt, as the great hulk
of promotions and advancements had
been oblained prineipally by influence, or
by the making of back door statements,
possibly by wembers of Parliameut and
others, and they felt they could not rely
upon merit, combined with good behav-
iour and knowledge of work, resulting
in that advancement which a person had
the rizht to expeet. This state of unrest
oceurred sonte vears ago, and after a deal
of agitation and disenssion in Parliament
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a Publie Service Bill was bronght before
the House; und after a deal of trouble,
was passed. Whether it was a perfect or
imperfect Bill was immaterial so far as
the peint he wished to bring forward was
coneerned, but ander that Bill there was
appeinted a ecommissioner whose duties
were to go through all the departments,
clnssily the different officers, place them
in their grades. and so allay the trouble
and Jiseonient. When the eommissioner
wus appointed most members thought the
tronblesome question was ended. None
imagined it was only the beginning of the
trouble. The classifiention made hy the
Publie Serviee Commissioner was made
known,

The CHAIRMAN: What item was ihe
member disenssing?

Mr. GEORGE: The various matters
under the control of the Treasurer which
he was discussing generally. In the par-
tieular division he was speaking of there
was Lhe question of money being provided
to bring certain eivil servants up to the
minimum of their elassification.

The CHATHMAN: The member had
better discuss that when the item was
reached.

Mr. GEORGE: Perhaps the Treasurer
would find it more eonvenient to have the
matter dealt with now.

The PREMIER:: Why not deal wilh
it under the vote for the Public Servive
(‘ommissioner? )

Mr. GEORGE: If it would be more
convenient for the Treasurer to have the
subjeet dealt with wunder the heading
of ‘¢ Public Service Commissioner,”’
further remarks could be delayed until
then.

The CHAIRMAN: The hkon. membar
could proceed.

Mr, GEQRGE: The Public Service
Commissioner having been appointed, il
was felt that matters would be all
serene, and that discontent would be
swept to one side. The feeling of the
eivil servants in conneelion with {he
maller was that iheir pesitions would be
immediately improved and that if the
salaries they were receiving were less
than the minimum fixed, those salaries
would be raised to the level of that mini-
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mum and that the extra money would
be paid. Further, they had the impres-
sion that as long as a man remained in
that classification he would receive in-
ereages in  salary annually until e
reached his maximum. Under Section
81 of the Public Service Act no one
eould hold that the e¢ivil servants wese
entitled to annuoal inerements, because it
was stated there that the Commissioner
would so deal with the service as to pro-
perly grade the members of it; but there
was no word whatever in the whole of
that Aet as far as could be seen, eertain-
Iv not in Seetion 84, which would signify
that providing a man was kept on the
same work year after year he would be
entitled to increased pay for doing thai
work. The intention of Parliament was
that if a man by good conduet retained
his position, and from the fact that L
was doing his work properly and bis
eonduct was satisfactory, he would ve-
ceive furiher remuneration as time went
on; but under Section 84 it seemed that
when onee a man had been placed in his
class or grade, unless his work inereased
in value, the experience was such that
he had no more hope of getting an iu-
crease in his salary than he (M.
George) had of becoming king of Tim-
buetoo. This year the Government had
made provision for bringing all the civil
servants up (o the minimum salaries
fixed by the Commissioner, buf the
object of the questions he (Mr. George)
had submitted to the House was to
aseertain what wounld have been the
amount paid, if the minimnm had been
given when the classifieation was made.
There was a good deal of trouble and
perturbation of spirit among pnblic ser-
vants becaunse of the withholding of
what they believed to be their rights.
If the amount in question was not an
insuperable one, say it came to £2,000 or
£3,000, or even £4,000, it would pay the
conniry hands down to give that amount
and end the diseontent which undoubt-
edly existed, There was no intention tn
assail the Government with regard to
their action, because Ministers were
affter all simply administrators of the
affairs of the State subjeet to the diree-
tion of members of Parliament, and if
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it shonld be decided by the Chamber
that the intevpretation of the Public
Service Acet by the Government of the
day was niot what the Chamber intended,
there would be no question of loss of
dignity on the part of the Government
if the wish of the Chamber was unmis-

takeably made known to them that
that course was not desirable. While
members  were at one with  the
Uovernment in the wish that there

should be economy in all departments,
members certainly desired to be at one
with them in the view that the State
could better afford to make its service
contented whether with regard to the
salary or the wages men, than it could
to have them justifiably diseontented and
set on edge as was the position at the
present time. If it was the intention
of Parliament that when the Commis-
sioner’s classification was made it should
be put inte force, then it was the duty
of the Government {o see that the wishes
of Parliament were carried ouf. If there
were obsfacles in the way of carrying
them out, it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to make them known to members;
but it was not part of the duty of the
Government—and it wonld be wrong of
the Chamber, too, :f it knew of diseon-
tent among the ¢ivil servants—to shut
their eyes and allow that state of affairs
to eontinue.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.)

Mr. GEORGE: Reading day after day
as there had been the opportunity of
doing during the last few mnonths about
the diseontent in the serviece, he had
made up his mind, if no one else brought
the question forward, teo submit it to
the House in such a fashion as would
draw an expression of opinion from
members, and an expression of the views
of the Government. Assaming that the
Government felt that owing to the
finances they could not well provide the
money required, they might have allaved
some of the trouble had they placed the
men in their classification, and punt them
on the Fstimates at the sum aeccording
to which they had been -elassified, and
then brought them down to the sum that
the Government eounld afiord to pay, and
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by thai means submit them to a percent-
age reduction as had been done in
Queensland. When he (Mr. George) at-
tended a conference of Railway Commis-
sioners a few years back, the Commis-
sioner of Queensland received a telegram
from his Premier with reference to the
wages and salaries of the railway ser-
vants in that State, to the ecffect that
owing to the exigencies of the finances
of that State it wonld be necessary to
reduce those salaries and wages by a
perecentage. Tt would be seen therefure
that the suggestion he (Mr. George} had
made about the pereentage reduction was
not original, but it eould be contended
that it would be better if a eivil ser-
vant knew what his position would be,
and that he would be kept in that posi-
tion beeause the State eould not afford
to pay more. It was to be hoped that it
would be possible to deal with this ques-
tion and that the Government would
give the House to understand what inter-
pretation they placed upon the Publie
Service Act.

The CHAIRMAN: The hen.
must confine himself to the
Vote.

Mr. GEORGE: It was to be regretted
that the Chairman was not in the Chair
when he (Mr. George) began his speech.
There had been a little diseussion with
Mr, Taylor while aeting as Chairman,
and he gave permission that the speech
might be eontinued on the lines that
had been followed.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
conld not eontinue on the lines he had
been proceeding.

Mr. GEORGF.: The hon. member for
Kalwoorlie was permiited to diseuss the
London Ageney, and the member for
Muarray ought to be permitted to dis-
cuss an item which appeared half a dozen
times in the Treasury Estimates.

The CHATRMAN: The question was
Treasury. £8,064, and the hon. member
could discuss alt the items if he wanted
to do so.

Mr. GEORGE: So far he had disenssed
the question of minimum salavies.

The PREMIER: When the question
arose some little time previonsly as to
whether the hon. member might proceed

member
Treasury
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with his diseussion, Mr. Taylor was in
the Chair, and he (the Premier) inti-
mated that it would be preferable to
permit the hon. member to proceed in
connection with the Publie Service Com-
missioner and the Chairman told him he
might proceed.

Mr. GEORGT: Wonld the Chairman
inform him now what the pesition was?

The CHAIRMAN: The position was
the Vote Treasuary, £8,064.

Mr. MeDOWALL: On a point of order,
was not the procedure now being adopted
the procedure adopted during last ses-
sion ?

The CHAIRMAN:
point of order.

AMr. MeDOWALL: May I ask a ques-
tion?

The CHATRMAN: No.

Mr. GEQRGE: Having had permission
from Mr. Taylor when in the Chair to
make the speech that had been made, it
was a bit rough to be ruled out of order.

The CHAIRMAN: What the hon.
member had said kad not been ruled out
of order. The hon. member musi now
eonfine himself to Treasury, £8,064,

AMr. GEQRGE: Well, on item No. 1.

Mz, BATH : If the hon. member got on
to item Ng¢. 1 he would prevent other hon.
members from dealing with Division No.
8. For the past four years hon. members
had pointed ont that so far as economies
effected by the Treasurer were concered
they had been exercised in the wreng di-
rection. We would never be able to se-
eure proper adndnistration from the Trea-
surer, whoever he might be, unless those
whn believed that the administration was
wrong were consistent in their attitude
in reward to the question. The member
for Kalgoorlie had been returned to re-
form the Treasury, or to lead the Trea-
surer to reform his ways. As a privale
memher he had had the opportunity of
doing this, and a better opportunity still
as a member of the Government; yet we
had had four years of mal-adnunistration
of the finances and of ecohomy exercised
i the wrong diveetion, and now we were
weiting back fo the old position when
these economies were not carried out,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would have to adhere to the Treasury

That was not a
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vote; a general discussion on the division
could not be allowed,

Ttem, Under-Treasurer and paymaster
of Imperial accounts, £750:

Myr. GEORGE: It would be interesting
to learn if the resignation of the gentle-
man who held the oftice had been accepied,
and whether any efforts had been made
to induee him to withdraw his resignation.
So far as eounid be gathered Mr, Eliot had
sent in his resignation under eirenmstances
which did not to-day exist, and, having
recard to his long experience in the ser-
vice and his many qualifications, it would
be agreed that his services were invalu-
able to the State,

The PREMIER: Mr. Eliot had retired
at his own request, and so far as he (the
Premier) knew there had been no altera-
tion of eircumstances, such as would war-
rant any alteration in the arrangements
made. The resienation had been aceepted
as from the 1st Janunary, when Mr. Eliot
wonld retire with 12 months’ leave of
absence and a pension of £500 per an-
num. In the near future his suceessor
would be appointed.

Mr., GEORGE: Tt was known that an
accountant bad been engaged by the Go-
vernment with the object of going into
the varicus accounts, not only of the
Treasury but also of all other branches
of the service; and it seemed that it was
necessary that this aceountant, associated
with the Public Service Commissioner,
should re-organise the whole of the publie
accounts. Until that new scheme was
formulated the services of Mr, Eliot
should, if possible, be retained, for that
gentleman knew more sbout the aceounts
of the State than any other man in the
service, and in consequence his serviees
and experience would he well-nigh invalu-
able. The State could better afford to
keep a man who had been so long in the
position that it eould allow him to retire.
While as chief of one of the departments
he (Mr. Gleorge} bad been brought into
constant touch with Mr. Eliot, he had
heen so much impressed by that gentle-
man’s knowledze of the Treasury aeeonnts
that he now viewed with some considerable
concern lhe idea of Mr. Eliot’s services
being lost to the State.

1375

The PREMIER: Before adopting any
of the proposals to be made by the specinl
commissioner appointed to go through the
aceonnts the Government wonld eonsult
Mr, Eliot, and would give full considera-
tion to his views on the subject hefore
any drastic alterations were decided upon.
Afr. Fliot had alrendy been eommended
by the commissioners for the way in which
hig accounts were kept and for his system
generally. TUnder the proposed new sys-
tem eonsiderable duplication of accounts
would be avoided, and an endeavour wonld
be made to have an analysis onee a month,
Several other suggestions had been made,
No one had a greater respect for Mr.
Eliot than he. Mr. Eliot was the senior
civil servant, and his advice on matters
of accountaney was of the greatest value.

Ttem, DMinimum inercases, Stamps Em-
bossing Branch, £30:

Mr. BATH: How many officers would
this proviston apply to, and what would
it mean in each individual instance?

The PREMIER: The tota]l minimum
increases were distributed amongst the
varions subdepartments., At the end of
each subdivision provision was made for
the minimum inereases. This was for
two officers employed in the Stamps Em-
bossing Branch.

Mr. GEORGE: Was it in order to deal
with the eivil service on this item?

The CHATRMAN: Not generally.

Mr. GEQRGE: What were the names
of the individnals who got the minimum
mnerease of €307 This information was
necessary to see whether these were the
people he (Mr, George) wanted to met at.

The PREMIER regretied the names of
the individuals referred to conld not he
Ziven; he had only the items. He could
assure membhers that all the civil servants
would he provided for.

Mr. Scaddan: The rumonr in town is
that it is not so.

Mr. GEORGE: Without this informa-
tion we cuvuld not go further with the
Estimates. We should report progress
until we got the information.

The PREMIER: One officer received
an inerease of £20 and another receivel
an inerease of £10.

Mr. GEORGE: There was no desire
to embarrass the Premier or to make a
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farce of the matter, but a principle
affecting a large number of people could
not be discussed nnless the information
was given. The Premier did not men-
tion the classification of the officers, their
grades, or the period vovered by the in-
ereases, or why the increases had not been
riven from the time the classifieation was
made. Without that information he must
persist in his motion. He moved—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier should
say why the Estimates did not show the
particular officers receiving these in-
creases. One or two civil servants were
doubtful as to whether the whole of the
officers were receiving these increases.

The PREMIER: These amounts were
provided by the Treasury Examiner
amongst the whole of the departments.
After having obtained all the informa-
tion, it was considered advisable, instead
of providing one lump sum, for the
minimum increases to be distributed
among the various departments, because
there might be a possibility of some offi-
cers being omitted.

Mr. SCADDAN: Why were they not
put opposite each item so that members
conld see no one was overlooked?

The PREMIER: The minimum in-
creases were added after the draft Tsfi-
mates were printed. To do what the hon.
member suggested would mean redrafting
all the Estimates.

Votes put and passed.

'Vote, Audit, £7,560:

Mr. BATH: When were we likely to
have the report of the Anditor General
this year? Last year it was somewhat
earlier than usunal, having been laid on
the Table when the Estimates were going
through. The report was practically use-
less to members if it arrived after the
Estimates were passed.

The PREMIER: The report, aceord-
ing to the Auditor General, wonld be pre-
sented earlier this year than in any pre-
vions year, probably about the 20th of
the month, The hon. memher could re-
member that the Budget speeeh was not
delivered last year until the 25th Novem-
ber. Dealing with this department gen-
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erally, a new Audit Bill had been drafted,
and was the subject of disenssion between
the department and the Treasury, It
would net be possible to bring it down
for eonsideration this session, but early
next session it would probably be one of
the first measures hrought down.

Mr. ANGWIN: Seeing the Supply
Bill was passed, the Estimates miglt
stand over unti! the Auditor General’s re-
port was presented. There was plenty
of ofher business on the Notice Paper.

The PREMIER: It was only during
the last two or three years that the An-
ditor General’s report was not 12 months
behind. We should not bold up the Es-
timates and then have another Chamber
objecting strongly that all these matters
were thrust on it at the last moment.

Ttem, Minimum inereases, £80:

Mr. SCADDAN: What officers were
going 1o receive this minimum increase?

The PREMIER did not know the
names of the individuals. He could vot
zive the names of any of the officers of
the department.

Mr. SCADDAN: Why was the Pre-
niier not in a position to know where the
money was going?

The PREMIER: To give the names of
over 2,000 officers in the publie service?

Mr. SCADDAN: In this case it was
only a matter of 33 officers, and the Pre-
mier should be able to give the names.

. The PREMIER: I will endeavour to
get all the information when we proceed
further with the Estimates.

Mr. SCADDAN: There was a doubt
among the eivil servants as to whethee
everybody would receive the advantage of
these inereases, and he had been asked to
ascertain who was going to receive them.
An endeavour should be made by the
Treasurer to get that information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Re-
ducing the item would not help the of-
ficeer who possibly had been omitted. The
Treasuwrer had said that later on he
wonld supply a list of the officers who
would receive the additiomal sum. Tt
conld not be expecied that the Mimster
would have at his fingers’ ends all these
details. FEvidently what some members
were afraid of was that some of the
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civil servants might bave been omitted,
and that the amount necessary to bring
them up to the minimum had not been
added to their salaries. The Treasurer
had pointed out that he had provided,
so far as he knew, for all civil servants
to be brought up to their minimum. If
any were omitted the mistake could he
reetified.

Mr. Swan: The civil servants say that
the money provided is insufficient to
bring all up to the minimum,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the money were not sufficient the Treas-
urer would take good care that an addi-
tional sam was provided.

The PREMIER: The list of officers
was supplied by the Public Service Com-
missioner, and the sum set apart would
enable all officers under the three eclas-
sifications to be brought up to their
minimum. In the event of any omission,
that could be made good by the amount
being excessed, if necessary, by approval
of the Exeentive Couneil.

Mr. GEORGE: That was satisfactory
as far as it went, buf there were other
matiers fo be faken into consideration.
Under the Public Service Act there was
appointed a Publie Service Comnissioner
who had to classify and grade every
officer.

The CHATRMAN: The guestion under
discussion was Yiem 8.

Mr. GEORGE: Under that item it was
provided that the minimum increases
totalled £80. What he wanted to know
was how far the minimum inereases
went, and whether the increases were
to date from the time when the elassi-
lication was made, or merely from the
1st July last? If the increase were only
to date from the beginning of this finan-
cial year, there was not provision for
the amount really due to the officers.
The question members should know was
whether the Government, in their in-
terpretation of the Public Serviee Act,
were in accord with the opinion of mer-
bers? What was the date from which
the increases would take effect?

The PREMIER: The question was a
biz one, and it was a pity it should be
raised on this item, as one was restricted
in discussion by the ruling of the Chair.
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The increases were made in 1907-8 by
inerements esitimated approximately as
onefiflh of the difference between the
existing salary and the minimum. Last
year that was suspended, but nnder these
Estimates provision was made to bring
all the eivil servants up to their mini-
mum in the one instalment as from the
1st July of this year. There was a cer-
tain amount of reduction to be made
in connection with salaries in excess of
their maximum elassifieation. Instead,
however, of redueing those salaries in
ene instalment, the reduction was spread
over live years. The position was this:
that every civil gservant in the three
¢lasses was now on his minimum salary,
but that those ecivil servants whose sal-
aries were in escess of the maximum
classification had not yet been reduced
to thai maximum,

Mr. GEORGE: Although some civil
servants had been receiving a sum of
money in excess of what their services
were estimated to be worth, and the
Government had shown a very lnudable
consideration for them, still while that
might be of service tv those whose re-
duction was gradual, it was net of much
satistaction to those whose increments
had been taken from them. The House
should understand distinetly from the
Government the attitude they took with
regard to the Public Service Aet, and
whether they thought they could sus-
pend its operation as they had done in
the past. It would be well that in this
matter the Government received a clear
intimation from members as to what
their interpretation of the Aect was.
Personally, he could find nothing in the
Agt which justified the Governmeni in

Jtaking up the position that they were

entitled to refunse to give the minimaum
to those men when once their position
was settled by the Publie Service Com-
missioner. If the Government justified
their action by saying they disagreed
with the eonelusions of the Public Set-
vice Commissioner there could be only
one-way to deal with the matter. If
the eommissioner were not fit to do his
duty, or exceeded his duties, it was for
the House to say what should be done
to him.
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The CHAIRMAN: That hardly came
under this item.

Mr. GEORGE: It dealt with the gues-
tion of minimum salary, and it was im-
pussible to discuss that gquestion with-
out referring to the Public Service Aet,
aud the maker of the classification.

The CHATIRMAN: The member could
disenss the Public Service Commissioner
under a subsequent vote.

Mr, GEORGE: Surely a member could
not be debarrved from referring to mat-
ters merely incidental. At present the
Publiec Serviee Commissivner was merely
u peg

The CHAIRMAN: The member was
coniinuing to disenss the Public Service
Commissioner.

Mr, GEQRGE: Did the Governmeut
consider they had under the Public Ser-
vice Aet the right to keep from a publie
servant the amount due to him from the
day his eclassifieation was made?

Thie PREMIER : The question the hon.
member asked was such that one would
prefer to have formal notice of. Ihnd the
hon. member consider it would be legal
to adopt this suggestion to make the in-
creases and then impose an all-round
10 per eent. reduetion on the salaries?
The question of finance governed the
whole position. It was not possible to
make bricks withont straw, and if the
money was hot available inereases could
not be paid. When the Committee
reached the Publie Service Commission-
er's vote he would speak at some length,
and it wounld be preferable to leave the
explanation of the position to when that
vote was reached.

Mz, FOULKES: It was satisfactory
to have an assurance from the Premier
that this question would be dealt wiih
fully at a later stage.

Vote put and passed.

Vole — Compassionate
£302:

Tiem, P. Hannan, £100:

Mr. JOHNSON: When the last Esti-
mates were being diseussed the position
of this old prospecior was brought
under notice and a promise was then
made by the Minister for Mines thaf the
matter would be submitted o Cabiret,

Alowances,
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and the decision of Cabinet conveyed io
Mr. Hannan. DMr. Hannan, however,
had not received any information what-
ever from the (Government. Some yeais
ago, out of recognition for the serviees
rendered (o Western Australia by M.
Hannan, a sum of £200 was placed on
the Estimates as a compassionate allow-
ance. When the vote came before I’ai-
liament a claim was put in by M
Moran, then a member of the House, on
bebalf of ('Shea, another prospector
who, it wus said, had equal right to re-
cognition, and it was urged that O'Shea
had assisted Hannan in the discovery uf
Hannans. Realising that there was n
danger of losing the vote, those who eva-
sidered Hannan should receive the full
amount coropromised, and it was agreed
fo add the name of O’Shea to the vote
with the result that each received £100.
It was thus clear that the original inten-
tion of the Government was that £2u0)
per annum should be paid to Haunnan,
and it was only owing to the contention
raised by Mr. Moran that O'Shea got a
share. O’Shea had since gone to his
rest, and Hannan was left with nus. 1t
was desired now {o male an appeal that
this old prospeector should receive morve
counsideration than the Goverument pro-
pused to pay him. At the time the sum
of money was divided belween the twn
men, Hannan was in fairly good health,
and was prospecting.  He bad always
been a man who had devoted all his money
to prospecting; he had not lived a
high life; he bad always practieally
lived in the bush and all the money that
he earned arcund Kalgoorlie had gone
in prospecting in the hope of doing
something more than he had done fou
the State. Having strength to follow
mining, he did not feel at that time the
loss of the £100 which was granted to
(3’Shea. The position to-day was differ-
ent; Hannan was an old man and he
had contracted some form of disease
that made it impossible for him to go
out into {he bush again, and he found
himself in the position that he could nut
with safety go out of Perth, and all he
had to depend upon was the allowance

he was receiving from the Government.
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The sum of £2 a week was not sullicient
to keep this man in his old age; he de-
-served more at the hands of the State.
1le had dene good work not only in dis-
covering Hannans but in prospecting
other centres. The Government should
reconsider the matter and determine
that the old man should receive suffici-
ent to keep him in Perth where he could
reeeive medical attention and other coma-
forts in his declining years.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
was quite right in the statement he had
made with regard to Hanunan. The Gov-
croment realised the valuable services
which had been rendered to the State by
ihis ¢ld pioneer prospeector, and in his
present condition of health the sum of
£10¢ abnually would not go very far.
Under these cirenmstances it conld only
he said that the Government would not
negleet to see that the wmatter received
eonsideration at an early date with a

view of inereasing, if possible, (he
amount that was now provided.
Mr. JOHNSON: The Premier’s pru-

mise was satisfactory, but it was neecs-
sary to emphasise the one point that
originally it was intended that Hannan
should receive £200. Every member
would endorse the aetion of the Govern-
ment to fully restore to ihe prospeetor
that which it was intended to give him
when the matter first came before Par-
liament.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—{Focernment
£14,873:

Mr. BATH: When the Aet of 1906
was being ennsidered, and the clause was
first introduced providing that the Treas-
wrer could make a charge for keeping
aecounts, the then Treasurer stated that
it was notf proposed {o impose this eharge
all round. but that where, owing tn the
inereased faeilities. people operated fre-
quently on their aceounts, it was neces-
sary to have a charge as a set off against
the extra business involved.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must take an item to speak on,

Mr. BATH: Could not a member speak
on the Government Savings Bank gener-
ally ?

152)
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The CHAIRMAN: No.

Mr. BATH: It was allowed on pre-
vipus oceasions that on the general vote
one would have a chance of dealing
with the administration.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. wmember
could deal with prineiples on the Budget,
and lie could deal with items subsequent-
Iy.

Mr. BATH: It was desired to refec
to the administration.

The CHAIRMAN: Then
member conld take an item,

Ttem, Manager, £45(:

Mr. BATH: The Treasurer when dis-
cussing the Bill had stated that it was net
proposed to make a general charge.

The Minister for Works: T think the
hon. member is wrong therc.

Mr. BATH had o very clear recollec-
tion of if.

The CHAIRMAN: No disesssion ot
(ke sort eonld be allowed on the item.

Mr. BATH: Surely hon. membervs
would be afforded some opportunity of
discussing the administration of the
bank: without sueh apportunity an hon.
member wounld require to speak for a
vear on the Budget.

The CHATRMAN: Nothing buot dis-
eussion ¢m the items could now be al-
lowed.

My, BATH: Would the Chairman in-
form the Committee on which item this
partienlar subject might be discussed.

The CIEFAIRMAN: A grveat deal of
latitude had been allowed in the past,
but when onee the Budget debate was
over members should confine themselves
entirely to items. There could not be
half a dozen Budget diseonssions, He
was quite willing to hear the hon, mem-
her on any item in any vote, but not oxt
a general discussion in regard@ to the
puliey of the Governinent Savings Bank.
or in regard to the Aet under which the
bank had been cstablished.

Mr. Gill: What was the matier uner
diseussion ?

The CHATRMAN: Government Sav-
ings Bank, £14,873. Either the whole
gnestion could be diseussed or the indi-
vidual items.

Mr. BATH: Would the Chairman ex-
plain what wns the whole question?

the hon.
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Surely the whole gquestion of the Gov-
ernment Savings Bank was the question
of the administration of that institution.

The CHAIRMAN: The question was
the varivus items making up the vote.
It was quite vpen to hon. members to
discuss those items, but houn. members
could nol disenss questions of law.

Mr. BATH: Except ns a passing ve-
ference no mention had been made n
regard to law. In order to show that
those administering the bank were doing
something which it had not been con-
templated they shouid do, he had been
pointing out that they were making a
general charge of 1s. on all aceounts.
He knew of an institution that had
lodged in the bank as mueh as £1,000
which had not been touched for years
Other institutions had lodged, it might
be only £5: but it was a deposit not
touehed, and yet the hank was making a
charge of 1s. for keeping the account.

The Premier: You would pay one
eninea in an ordinary bank.

My. BATH: Such a charge was pure
robbery, and we did not require to
imitate it in connection with the Savings
bank.

Mr. FOULKES: When the Commitles
had been discussing the eivil servantis
of the State, the Chairman’s ruling had
been that the time for such a disecussion
would be when the vote was arrived at.
Now the ruling given this evening was
thal only items eould be discussed.

The CHAIRMAN: Was the hon
member going fo disenss the Govern-
ment Savings Bank?

Mr. FOULKES: What he desired to
know was what items eould be discussed.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must resume his seal ov diseuss the
question.

Mr, FOULKES: In view of what the
Leader of the Opposition had said s
to the charges being made, perhaps the
Treasurer would tfell the Committee
what was the seale of fees and charges
for keeping aceounts in the bank.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Leader of the Opposition had been wrong
when he said that the then Treasurer,
when discussing the Bill, had said
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it was only intended 1o make a charge
on cerfain accounts. As a matter of
faect the Treasurer had mentioned that
it was proposed tv make a charge of Js.
on each aceount to cover a portion of
the cost of keeping such account; but
the Treasurver had also said that that
1s. would unly be chargeable against the
interest, and that if the interest were
not sufficient te eover the 1s. no charge
would be made, That was the system
adopted. He would have to dissent from
the hon. member’s dictum that it was
robbery to charge a person 1s. for keep-
ing an gccount on which he was draw-
ing 3 per cent. intevesl.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Stores, £3,171:

ltem, Clerks, £4,336:

Mr. ANGWIN: There was here showa
a reduction of £2,4456, He had pointud
out last year that the hoard appoinied
for the purpose of going into the ques-
tion of the Govermment stores had anti-
cipated a saving of £2,000 in salavies,
but that that saving had not been
effected: and that a saving of only some
£200 or £300 had been effected in the
management of the stores. The Trea-
surer had then pointed out that the
system was not fully established, and
that if hon, members wounld wail until
it were so established they would find
a considernble saving in the salarizs.
But even now this deerease of £2,445
was merely shown on paper, for (ue
money had to be expended in another
divection. After two years of workiug,
the system of centralising the Govern-
ment stores had net been found to he
fhe success anticipated by the board
when they decided to bring the stores
to Perth. At North Fremantle, build-
ings in which the clerks had carried ont
their duties in eonnection with ‘he
stores braneh were now empty, while
the Government were paying rent for
the buildings used in Perth. If in no
other direetion there was room for
economy in respect of this rent being
paid while Government premises stood
idle.

The PREMIER: Since 1905 a consid-
erable reduction had been made in con-
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nection with the expenditure in this di-
rection, due largely to the faet that the
Stores Department had been amalgam-
ated, and was now under the Govern-
ment Storekeeper instead of being under
different departmental stores. The total
saving was £2,537 sinee 1905. There was
£11,326 expended in 1905; last year the
expenditure was £8,789. The total de-
crease compared with last year was
£618. There was exceptional expendi-
ture during the present year, but it was
anticipated by the Stores Manager there
would lie eonsiderable reductions ef-
feeted. It was a matter to which he
{the Premier) would give attention, to
see whether it was possible with more
careful supervision for further redue-
tions to be made. As a matter of fact,
the Tender Board consisted of officers
of the various departments, who received
no fee for the services rendered by them
on the board.

Mr. GEORGE: There was a reduction
of £2455 in this item, but there was

another item, ‘‘Storemen and packers, ¢

£1,475," which was new.,

My, ANGWIN: The storemen and
packers were inclnded among the clerks
last year.

Ttem, Inecidental, £1,000:

Mr. ANGWIN: What rent was paid
for the Perth premises?

The PREMIER counld not supply that
information.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Indenting Office, £1,636:

Me. KEENAN: Was this money ex-
pended in [ondon:

The PREMIER: Yes. It was really
not a charge to revenue, inasmnch as
the inspection costs were debited to the
partieular works. The estimated revenne
was £1,636, as explained in a footnote.

Mr. GEQRGE: Was che inspeeting en-
ineer doing the work previously carried
on by a Mr, Carruthers, to whom many
ihousands of pounds were paid for eom-
mission ¢

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Mr. GEORGE: Was the passing of
waterial entirely satisfactory to those
who had to unse it in the State?

The PREMIER: Mr. Salter was the
present officer; Mr. Palmer preceded him.
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Mr. Palmer’s salary was £900, and his
retiring allowance appeared in last
year’s Estimates. It was understood the
work was being carried ont satisfaclorily.
Vote put and passed.
Progress reporied.
House adjourned at 1027 p.m,

Tegislative Council,
Tuesday, 16th November, 1909.
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